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PROPOSAL 


P— f, e- 
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A VINO with great Sorrow of 
Heart obſerv'd the increaſe of 
Popery amongſt us of late Years, 
| and how ineffectual the penal 
Laws and Statutes of this Realm 

have been for near forty Years laſt paſt, tow'rds 
reclaiming that blind and deluded People _ 

. . | their 


133 
their Errors, norwirhſtanding the good Tnrens 
tions of the Legiſlators, and the pious and u. 
Veary d Labours of the many learned Divines of E 
the eftabliſh'd Church, who have preach d. to ⁵ 
them without ceaſing, altho' hitherto without 
Succeſs. a tuber fp x Kg 54 2 £72) 5 2 
. + Having alſo remark'd in his Grace's Speech 
to both Houſes of Parliament, moſt kind Of- 
fers of his Grace's good Offices tow'rds obtain- 
ing ſuch further Laws as ſhall be thought ne» 
ceſſary row'rds bringing home the ſaid wand'ring 
Sheep, into the Fold of the Church, as alſo a 
good Diſpoſition in the Parliament to join in 
the laudable Work, towards which, every good 
| Proteſtant ought to contribute, at leaſt his 
Advice. I think it a proper Time to lay before 
the Publick, a Scheme which was writ ſome 
\ Years ſince, and lay'd by, to be ready on a fit 
E- 3;-occalion. : | 255 _— 
| That whereas the ſeveral penal Laws and 
Statutes now in being againſt Papiſts, have been” 
. found ineffectual, and rather tend to confirm 
than reclaim Men from their Errors, as calling 
a Man Coward, is a ready way to make him 
fight, It is humbly Propos'd, ah _— 
I. That the ſaid penal Laws and Statutes a= 
gainſt Papiſts, except the Law of Gavel-kindy © 
3 and that which diſqualifies them for Places, be 
repeal'd, abrogated, annull'd, deſtroy d, ang 


.. obliterated to all Intents and Purpoſees. 

II. That in the room of the ſaid penal Laws 8 
and Statutes, all Ecclefiaſtical Juriſdiction be i 
IE 5 taken 


(4) 
taken from out of the Hands of the Clergy of 
the eſtabliſh'd Church, and the ſame be veſted 
in the ſeveral Popiſh Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, 
Deans and Arch-deacons, nevertheleſs ſo as ſuch 
uriſdiction be exercis'd over Perſons of the 
_ Popiſh Religion only. 

III. That a Popiſb Prieft ſhall be ſettled by 
Law in each and every Fariſh in /reland. . 
Iv. That the ſaid Popiſþ Prieſt, ſhall on tak- 
ing the Oa\h of Allegiance to his Majeſty, be 

s 


entitled to a tenth Part or Tithe of all Thin 
tithable in Ireland, belonging to the Papiſts, 
within their reſpective Pariſhes, yet ſo as ſuch 
Grant of Tithes to ſuch Popiſh Prieſts, ſhall 
not be conſtrued in Law or Equity, to hinder 
the Proteſtant Clergyman of ſuch Pariſh from 
receiving and collecting his Tithes in like man- 
ner as he does at preſent. ; 
V. Thar in Caſe of Detention or Subſtrac= 
tion of Tithes by any Papiſt, the Pariſh Prieſt 
do have his Remedy at Law in any of his Ma- 
jeſty's (ourts, in the ſame Mamer as now prac- 
tis d by the Clergy of the eſtabliſb'd Church, to- 
gether with all other Eccleſiaſtical Dues. And 


for their further Encouragement to vex their 


People at Law, 1t might not be amiſs to oblige 
the Sollicitor Genera}, or fome other able King's 
Council, to give his Advice or Aſſiſtance to 
ſuch Priefts Gratis, for which he might receive 
a Salary out of the Barrack Fund, MilitaryGontin« 

ies or Concordatum ; having obſerv'd the Ex- 
ceedings there better paid than the Army or any 
8 other 


„ EIT 


other Branch of the Eſtabliſhment, and T would 


have no Delay in Payment in a Matter of this 
Importance. Eg 1 5 
2 That the Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, 
have power to viſit the inferior Clergy, and to 
extort Proxies, Exhibits, and all other Perqui- 
ſites uſual in Popiſh or Proteſtant Countries. 
VII. That the Convocation having been found 
by long Experience to be hurtful to irc Religion, 
be for ever hereafter aboliſh'd among Proteſtants. 


VIII. That in the room thereof the Popiſh 


Arch · biſnops, Biſhops, Deans, Arch-deacons 

and Proctors, have liberty to aſſemble themſelves 
in Convocation, and be empower'd to make 
ſuch Canons as they ſhall think proper for the 
Government of the Papiſts in Ireland. | 


IX. And that the ſecular Arm being neceſſa- 


ry to enforce Obedience to Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
ſure, the Sheriffs, Conſtables and other Offi- 
cers, be commanded to execute the Decrees 


and Sentences of the ſaid Popiſb a 
n 


with Secrecy and Diſpatch, of in lieu ther 


they may be ar Liberty to erect an Inquiſition 


with proper Officers of their own. 


KX. That as Papiſts declartthemfelves Cop- | 
verts to the eftabliſh'd Church, all Spiritual | 


Power over them ſhall ceaſe. 


XI, That as ſoon as any whole Pariſh all re- 
nounce the Popiſh Religion, the Prieſt of ſuchPg- - 
riſh ſhall for his good Services have a Penſion of 

200). per Ann. ſettled on him for Life, and that he 
hing and 
praying 


be from ſuch time exempt from preac 
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praying, and other Duties of his Function, in 
like manner as Proteſtant Divines with equal 
Incomes are at preſent. 

XII. That each Biſhop ſo ſoon as his Dio- 
ceſs ſhall become Proteſtants, be called my 
Lord, and have a Penſion of 2000 J. per Ann. 
during Life. 

XIII. That when a whole Province ſhall be 
reclaim'd, the Arch-biſhop ſhall be call'd his 
Grace, and have a Penſion of 2000 J. per Ann. 
during Life, and be admitted a Member of his 
Majeſty's oſt Honourable Privy-Council. 

The good Conſequences of this Scheme, 
(which will execute it ſelf without murmurings 
againſt the Government, ) are very viſible, I ſhall 
mention a few of the moſt obvious. | 

I. The giving the Prieſt a right to the 
Tithes, wou'd produce Law-ſuits and W ran- 
gles, his Reverence being entitl'd to a certain 
Income, at all Events, wou'd confider himſelf 
as a legal Incumbent, and behave accordingly, 
and apply himſelf more to fleecing than feeding 
his Flock, his neceſſary Attendance on the 
Courts of Juſtice wou'd leave his People 
without a Spiritual Guide, by which means, 
Proteſtant ( urates who have no Suits about 
Tithes wou'd be furniſh'd with proper Oppor- 
tunities for making Converts which is very 
much wanted. TS ol 
II. The erecting a Spiritual Juriſdiction a- - 

mongſt them, wou'd in all probability drive as 
many out of that Communion, as a due Exe- 
| cution 


1 
1 


E 473 28 
e, of ſuch Juriſdiction hath hitherto drove 


from amongſt our ſelves. 


III. An Inquiſition wou'd ſtill be a further 
Improvement, and moſt certainly wou'd expe- 
dite the Converſion of Papifis. 


I know it may be objected to this Scheme, 


and with ſome ſhew of Reaſon, that ſhou'd the 
Popiſh Princes abroad purſue the ſame Methods, 


with regard to their Proteſtant Subjects, the 
Proteſtant Intereſt in Europe, wou'd thereby be 
conſiderably weaken'd ; but as we have no rea- 


ſon to ſuſpect Popiſh Councils will ever pro- 


duce ſo much Moderation, I think the Ob- 


jection ought to have but little weight. 


A due Execution of this Scheme, will ſoon 
produce many Converts from Pope! y, never- 


theleſs, to the end it may be known, when 


they ſhall be of the true Church, I have order d 

a large Parcel of Eccleſiaſtical or Church Ther- 

mometers to be made, one of which is to be 

hung up in each Pariſh Church, the Dent | 
e 


tion and Uſe of which take as follows, in t 


Words of the ingenious Iſaac Bickerſtaff,, Eſq 3 


HE Church Thermometer, which Tan 
now to treat of, is ſuppoſed to have been 


invented in the Reign of Henry the Eighth, a- 


bout the Time when that religious Prince put 
ſome to Death for owning the Pope's Supremas 
cy, and others for denying Tranſubſtantiati- 
on. I do not find however, any great Uſe 4 


wy 
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made of this Inſtrument till it fell into te 
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Hands of a learned and vigilant Prieſt or Mini- 
ſter, (for he frequently wrote himſelf both the 
one and the other) who was ſome time Vicar of 
Bray. This Gentleman lived in his Vicarage + 
to a good old Age; and after having ſeen ſeve- 
ral Succeſſions of his neighbouring Clergy 
either burnt or baniſhed, departed this Life 
with the Satisfaction of having never deſerted 
his Flock, and died Vicar of Bray. As this 
Glaſs was firſt dgſigned to calculate the different 
Degrees of Heat in Religion, as it raged in 
Popery, or as it cooled and grew temperate in 
the Reformation, it was marked at ſeveral Di- 
ſtances, after the Manner our ordinary Ther- 
mometer is to this Day, vis. Extream hot, 
Sultery hot, Very hot, Hot, Warm, Temperate, 
Cola, Fuſt freezing, Froſt, Hard Froſt, Great 


Froſt, Extream Cold. 


It is well known, that Toricellizs, the Inven- 
tor of the common Weather-Glaſs, made the 
Experiment in a long Tube which held thirty- 
two Foot of Water; and that a more modern 
Virtuoſo finding ſuch a Machine altogether 
unweildy and uſeleſs, and conſidering that 
2 Inches of Quickſilver weigh'd as 
much as ſo many Foot of Water in a Tube of 
the ſame Circumference, invented that ſizeable 
Inſtrument which is now in Uſe. After this 
Manner, that I might 1 the Thermometer 
I am now ſpeaking of to the preſent Conſtitu- 


tion of our Church, as divided into High and 


Low, I have made ſome neceſſary Vertationt 


4 


- 
0 


” 
4 : 
- * - 


K. 


. 


J 


XX 


* 
o 
- 


(9) 


both in the Tube and the Fluid it contains. In 
the firſt Place, I ordered a Tube to be caſt in a 
planetary Hour, and took Care to ſeal it herme- 
tically, when the Sun was in Conjunction 


with Saturn. I then took the proper Precauti- 


ons about the Fldid, which is a Compound of 


two different Liquors ; one of them a Spirit 


drawn out of a ftrong heady Wine; the other 


a particular Sort of Rock- Water, colder than 
Ice, and clearer than Chryſtal. The Spirit is 
of a red fiery Colour, and ſo very apt to fer- 
ment, that unleſs it be mingled with a Propor- 


tion of the Water, or pent up very cloſe, it 
will burſt the Veſſel that holds it, and fly up in 


Fume and Smoak. The Water on the contrar 
is of ſuch a ſubtle piercing Cold, that unleſs it 


be mingled with a Proportion of the Spirits, it 
will {ink almoſt through every Thing that it is 


put into, and ſeems to be of the ſame Nature 


as the Water mentioned by Quintus Curtimſ, 


which, ſays the Hiſtorian, could be contained 


in nothing but in the Hoof or (as the Oxford 
Manuſcript has it) in the Scull of an Ass. 


The Thermometer is marked according to the 
following Figure, which I ſet down at length, 
not only to give my Reader a clear Idea of it, 


but allo to fill up my Paper. 
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Ignorance. 
Perſecution, 
- Wrath... 
Leal. 
CHURCH. 
Moderation. 
Lukewarmneſs. 
Infidelity. 
{gnorance, 


The Reader will obſerve, that the Church 


15 placed in the Middle Point of the Glaſs, be- 


tween Zeal and Moderation, the Situation in 
which (hc elway flouriſhes, and in which every 
good Engliſhman wiſhes her, who is a Friend 
to the Conſtitution of his Country. How- 


ever, when it mounts to Zeal, it is not amiſs; „ 
and when it ſinks to Moderation, it is ſtill ina 
moſt admirable Temper. The worſt of it is, 


that When once it begins ro riſe, it has ſtill an 


Inclination to aſcend, inſomuch that it is apt to 
climb from Zeal to Wrath, and from Wrath to 


Perſecution, which always ends in Ignorance, 
and very often proceeds trom it. In the ſame 
Manner it frequently takes its Progreſs through 


the lower Half of the Glaſs; and when it has 
a Tendenq; to fall, will gradually deſcend from 


Moderation to Lukewarmneſ;, and from Luke- 
warmneſs to 1rfidelity, which very often ter- 


minates in Ignorance, and always proceeds from 
is 


5 a wo 
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It is a common Obſervation, that the ordina- 
ry Thermometer will be affected by the breath- 
ing of People who are in the Room where it 
ſtands; and indeed, it is almoſt incredible to 
conceive how the Glaſs I am now deſcribing 
will fall by the Breath of a Multitude crying 


Popery; or on the Contrary, how it will riſe * 


when the ſame Mulritude (as it ſometimes hap- 
pens) cry out in ſthe ſame Breath, The Church 
is in Danger. | m4 
4s ſoon as! have finiſhed this my Glaſs, and 
adjuſted it to the above mentioned Scale of Re- 
ligion, that I might make proper Experiments 
with it, carried it under my Cloak to ſeveral 
Coffee-houſes, and other Places of Reſort a- 

bout this great City. At St. James's Coffees 
houſe, the Liquor ſtood at Moderation; but 


at Mills, to my extream Surprize, it ſubſided” y 


to the very loweſt Mark of the Glaſs. At the 
Grecian it mounted but juſt one Point higher ; 
at. the Rainbow it ſtill aſcended rwo Degrees 2... 
_ Child's fetched it up to Zeal, and other adja- 
cent Coffee- houſes to Wrath, | 


It fell in the lower Half of the Glaſs as T | 
went further into the City, till at length it. 


ſettled at Moderation, where I continued all 
the Time | ſtayed about the Change, as alſo 


whilſt I paſſed by the Bank. And here I can- 1 
not but take Notice, that through the whole = 


Courſe of my Remarks, I never oblerved my 
Glaſs to riſe at the ſame Time that the Stocks 


. : , 
did. So 
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To compleat the Experiment, I prevailed 

upon a Friend of mine, who works under me 

in the Occult Sciences, to make a Progreſs with 

my Glaſs through the whole Iſland of Great- 

Britain; and after his Return, to preſent me 

with a Regiſter of his Obſervations, I gueſ- 

ſed b-fore-hand at the Temper of ſeveral Places 

he paſſed through, by the Characters they have 

bed Time our of Mind. Thus that facetious 

Divine, Dr. Fuller, ſpeaking of the Town of 

Banbury near a hundred Y ears ago, tells us, it 

was a Place famous for Cakes and Zeal, which 

I find by my Glaſs is true to this Day as to the 

latter Part of this Deſcription ; though I muſt 

confeſs, it is not in the ſame Reputation for 

Cakes that it was in the Time of that learned 

Author ; and thus of other Places. In ſhort, 

T have now by me, digeſted in an Alphabetical 

Order, all the Counties, Corporations and 

Boroughs, in Great-Britain, with their reſpec- 

tive Tempers, as they ſtand related to my 

Thermometer. Bur this I ſhall keep to my 

felt, becauſe T Would by no Means do any 

Thing that may ſeem to influence any enſuing . + - 

Elections. hh = | 

The Point of Doctrine which I would _ 

pPropagate by this my Invention, is the ſame 
which was long ago advanced by that able 

Teacher Horace, out of whom ] have taken my 

Text for this Diſcourſe: We ſhould be care- 

ful not to over-ſboot our ſelves in the Purſuits | 

even of Virtue. Whether Zeal or Moderati- 

* | | on 
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on be the Point we aim ar, let us keep Fire out 
of the one, and Frolk out of the other. But 
alaſs! the World is roo wiſe to want ſuch a 


9 Precaution. The Terms High- Church and 


Low Church, as commonly uſed, do not fo. 
much denote a Principle, as they diſtinguiſh a 
Party. They are like Words of Battle, that 
have nothing to-do with their original Signifi- 


,* cation, but are only given out to keep a Body 


of Men together, and to let them know Friends 
from Enemies. 

I muſt confeſs, I have conſidered, with ſome 
- little +ttention, the Influence which the Opi- 
nions of theſe great National Sects have upon 
their Practice; and do look upon it as one of 
the unaccountable Things of our Times, that 
 Multitudes ot honeſt Gentlemen, who entire 
ly agree in their Lives, ſhould take it in their 
Heads to differ in their Religion. 1 


I ſhall conclude chis Paper with an Account 
of a Conference which happen d bet een a very. 
excellent Divine (whoſe Doctrine was 12 


and formerly much * and a Lawyer. 
ND behold, a cerrain Lawyer ſtood afs; 


ſhall | do to inherit eter nal Life? * 
He ſaid unto him, What is written i in ahi 


Law ? how readeſt thou ? 


and tempted him, ſaying, den what 15 2 


And he anſwering, ſaid, thou ſhite jove thi - 2 ; 


Lord by God with all thy e and with all 
8 thy 8 


C147 


thy Soul, and with all thy Strength, and with 


all thy Mind, and thy Neighbour astliy ſelf. 

And he ſaid unto him, Thou haſt anſwered 
right: this do, and thou ſhalt live. 

Bur he willing to juſtifie himſelf, ſaid unto 
Jeſus, and who is my Neighbour ? 

And FJeſus anſwering, fad, A certain Man 
went down from Jeruſalem to Jericho, and fell 
among Thieves, which ſtripped him of his 
Raiment, and wounded him, and departed, 
leaving him half dead. | 
And by chance there came down a certain 
Prieſt that way ; and when he ſaw him, he 
paſſed by onthe other ſide. | 
And likewiſe a Levite, when he was at the 


Place, came and looked on him, and paſſed by 


on the other ſide. 

But a certain Samaritan as he journeyed,came 
where he was: and when he ſaw him, he had 
Compaſſion on him. 

And went to him,and bound up his Wounds, 
pouring in Oil and Wine, and ſet him on his 
own Beaſt, and brought him to an Inn, and 
rook care of him. | 

And on the Morrow when he departed, he 
took out two, Pence, and gave them to the 
Hoſt, and ſaid unto him, Take care of him; 
and whatſoever thou ſpendeſt more, when I 
come again, I will repay thee. 

Which now of theſe three, thinkeſt thou, 
e Neighbour unto him thet fell among the 

Thieves? | | 

Ke And 
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Then faid Jeſus unto him, Go, and do thou 
likewiſe. Lake 10. 25. to the 38. . 


Advertiſement. 


| HERE is now inthe Preſs, a Propofal 
20 for raiſing a Fund towards paying the 
National Debt by the following means: The 
Author would have Commiſſioners appointed 
to ſearch all the publick and private Libraries, 
Bookſellers Shops and . Ware-houſes in this 
Kingdom, for ſuch Books as are of no Uſe to 
the Owner, or to the Publick, viz. all Com- 
ments on the Holy Scriptures, whether called 
Sermons, Creeds, Bodies of Divinity, Tomes 
of Caſuiſtry, Vindications, Confutations, 
Eſſays, Anſwers, Replies, Rejoinders or Sur- 
rejoinders, together with all other learned Trea- 
tiſes and Books of Divinity of what Denomi- 
nations or Claſs ſoever, as alſo all Comments on 
the Laws of the Land, ſuch as Reports, Law-- 
caſes, Decrees; Guides for Attorneys and 
oung Clerks, and in fine, all the Books now | 
in being in this Kingdom (whether of Divini- 


And he ſaid, he that ſhewed mercy on him. 


ty, Law, Phyſick, Metaphyſicks, Logics or 


Politicks) except the pure Texr of the Holy 
Scriptures, the naked Text of the Laws, a fer 
| 8 | Books _ 


on 
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Books of Morality, Poetry, Muſick, Archi- 
tecture, Agriculture, Mathematicks, Mer- 

chandiſe and Hiſtory; the Author would have 
the aforeſaid uſeleſs Books carry'd to the ſeveral 
Paper- Mills, there ro be wrought into white 
Paper, which to prevent Damage or Complaints, 
he would have performed by the Commenta- 
tors, Criticks, popular Preachers, Apotheca- 
ries, learned Lawyers, Attorneys, Sollicitors, 
Logicians, Phyſitians, Almanack-makers, and 
others of the like wrong turn of Mind; the 
faid Paper to be ſold, and the Produce applied to 
diſcharge the National Debt, what ſhould re- 
main of the ſaid Debt unſatisfy'd, might be 
paid by a Tax on the Salaries or Eſtates of Ban- 
ers, Common Cheats, Uſurers, Treaſurers, 
Imberxelers of publick Money, General Officers, 
Sharpers, Penſioners, Pick-pockgts, &c. 


FINES. 


